Mid-Week Three Advent Service
December 16, 2020

Welcome to ASCENSION!
We are delighted to have you with us today. That we may know you better, please sign the Guest
Registry in the Narthex and introduce yourself to the Pastor after the service. May God bless you
with the assurance of His forgiveness, life, and salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ. Thank you, and
… Peace be with you!
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Psalmody
Psalm
1

Psalm 126

When the LORD restored the fortunes of | Zion,*
we were like | those who dream.
2
Then our mouth was filled with | laughter,*
and our tongue with | shouts of joy;
then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for them.”*
3
The LORD has done great things for us; | we are glad.
4
Restore our fortunes, | O LORD,*
like streams in the | Negeb!

5

Those who | sow in tears*
shall reap with | shouts of joy!
6
He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for | sowing,*
shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his | sheaves with him.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

346 When All the World Was Cursed

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001606

Matthew 3:13–17
13
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
15
But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went
up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven
said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

Romans 6:1–11
1
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with
him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order
that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved
to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ,
we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the
dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died
he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Responsory (Advent)

Sermon

Canticle

LSB 230

Magnificat
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Prayer
Kyrie

Lord’s Prayer

LSB 233

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Collects

Collect of the Day
P

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of
our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Collect for Newness of life in Christ

P Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness and put
upon ourselves the armor of light now in the time of this mortal life in which Your
Son, Jesus Christ, came to visit us in great humility, that in the Last Day, when He
shall come again to glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may
rise to life immortal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Collect for Peace
L

C

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give
to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be
set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus

LSB 234

Benediction

LSB 234

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

Text and tune: Public domain
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